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franker Attitude On Smoking 


WeTlsioB If tradlsff itp when t neV 
worl^eomes cut with a proKram auch ta 
**The TeesAfe Smoker*’ — shown the other 
• <!a 7 on Channel 2 by CBS. 

Apparently not at all' worried abooi its 
elsarette advertisers, the network' came 
right out and*paraded the evidence against 
clgarette-amoklng and brought in the ex¬ 
perts to discuss the relationship between 
smoking and lung cancer. 

■ ' 1311 niBr'**ante" side were Dr. E, Cuyler 
Bammond, director of research for the 
American Cancer Society; Dr. Michael 
Shlmkin, director of field studies for the 
Kational Cancer Institute of the U. S. Pub¬ 
lic Health Service, and Sir Robert Platt, 
who was president of England's Royal Col¬ 
lege of Physicians last March when it re¬ 
leased Its report stating the relationship to 
be unquestionable. 

These three men had chapter and verse 
to sustain their arguments and left little 
room to doubt their findings. Their evi¬ 
dence against cigarette smoking was over¬ 
whelming. 

One expert, however, sustained the 
'’pro'* cigarette side of the argument — Dr. 
Harry S. N. Greene, who is chief of the 
Department of Pathology at the Yale Uol* 
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versity School of Medlbine. Re laid he had 
no concrete evidence to link cigarette 
imoUng and cancer and emphasised that 
was no **warrior against pleasure.” 

Ai the program ended, the ’’antes' 
teemed far in the lead and the ease 
;arette smoking poor indeed. 

Aimed at the teenagers who are 
forming a habit that will dog them all their 
Utbs — whether or not harmful physically 
— the telecast performed a valuable serv¬ 
ice. As a free-swinging program It indicat¬ 
ed a fine disregard of the advertiser's 
feelings or bis possible reaction. Air this is 
as it should be and a healthy Indication of 
better programs to come. 

Other recent programs give cause for 
rejoltlng also. Apparently the television 
people have given second thought to the 
wishes of a large and fairly vocal segment 
of their watching audience and are going 
to give It something now and then that is 
above the 13-year level! 

The ’’little” Minow hat been lurking In 
deep waters and has grown to be a pretty 
big fish, one way or another. Anyhow, the 
television fishing is pretty good these days, 
and perhaps to him belongs much of the 
credit. 


TV Faces Up to Problem 


BY JACK GOULD 

Nh;W YORK — If In the 
future charges are made that 
commercial television is be¬ 
holden to its advertisers, 
Wednesday night's edition of 
*'C3S IteccrtS':’ was a major 
exhibit in contradiction.! 

The tiocumentary unit of 
the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, under the direction 
of Fred W. Friendly, ad¬ 
dressed itself boldly and un¬ 
compromisingly to the issue 
of the relationship between 
cigaret amoking and lung 
cancer 

Included In the filmed 
analysis of the controversy 
over health and smoking was 
the part played by tobacco 
advertisings including the fa¬ 
miliar singing commercials 
that are such an Integral: 
part of the American TV 
scene. The tobacco industry 
spends at (east 70 mlHion dol¬ 
lars a year In television ad¬ 


vertising, aeeordlBf to 
Variety. 

■There were repercussions, j 
Gooi^e V. Allen. Jr, presi¬ 
dent of the T^acfo Re-j 
se-rch rnstitute’I^ffffT said] 
the documentary was "A one¬ 
sided oresentation against] 
tobacco." that he had: been! 
quoted out of context and I 
that CBS had inadequately ' 
stressed the view in some 
quarters that the primary 
causes of lung cancer were 
believed to be unknown. 

CBS HAD NO comment on 
the protest, merely observ¬ 
ing that the competency of. 
the men working on "CBS 
Reports" was common knowl¬ 
edge. 

In what was Its first pro¬ 
gram of the new season, 
bearing the title "The Teen- 

' * Smoker," Uie CBS unit 
rt'iied largely on information 
that had been reported earlier. 


The program’s overwhelm- 

f lng force lay In the testimony 
of the Royal College of Phy¬ 
sicians in Great Britain and 
officials of the Uhitedl States 
Public Health Service that 
there was a statistical cor^ 
I relation between smoking 
and the incidence of lung 

^The teen-age smoker." 
narrated by Harry Reasoner, 
showed slides prepared by 
the American Cancer So¬ 
ciety. 
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IN REBUTTAL, the viewer 
heard Dr. Clarence Cook 
Little, scientific director of 
the Tobacco Research Center, 
and Dr. Harry s. N. Greene, 
chairman of the Department 
of Pathology at the Yale 
University School of Medi¬ 
cine, maintain that It was 
not clearly esUbllshed cig¬ 
aret smoking caused cancer 
in man. 


Source: https://www.industrydocunnents.ucsf.eclu/docs/yqnkOOOO 
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